
Diane Lansing at the Children’s Monument in Hiroshima Peace Park with the 1000 cranes made by the Liverpool 
Community during the “1000 Paper Cranes Community Project”.

BACKGROUND or HOW THIS PROJECT/JOURNEY CAME ABOUT

 When I was 15 years old, I sang “I Come and Stand” by Nazim Hikmet for my social studies class. The song 
tells the story of the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, through the eyes of a 7 year old who died in the 
bombing. It became a life goal of mine to someday go to Hiroshima.
 It took me 40 years to get there - but I did it!

 
(Left)   Before 

the atomic 
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I was so moved by the song that throughout my 36 years of teaching art in the Liverpool Central School District, I sang 
the song to my students and told them the story of Sadako Sasaki, whose story inspired people from all over the world 
to send thousands of origami cranes to Hiroshima - in remembrance, in sympathy and in solidarity. 

SADAKO’S STORY

Sadako Sasaki was two years old when the atomic 
bomb was dropped on her home city of Hiroshima, 
Japan on August 6, 1945. Sadako seemed to have 
escaped the ill-effects of the bombing until, ten years 
later, she developed leukemia, “the atom bomb 
disease”. 

While she was in the Red Cross Hospital, multi-
colored paper cranes were sent by people in the city 
of Nagoya to the hospital patients to cheer them up. 
Sadako knew the Japanese legend of the crane: that 
they live for a thousand years, & someone who folds 
a thousand paper cranes will be granted a wish. 
Inspired by the bright, cheerful cranes, Sadako began 
to fold her own paper cranes; with each crane, she 
also folded in her desire to get well. 



(Above) Cranes folded by Sadako

Sadako folded over 1300 cranes, but, unfortunately, did 
not get her wish; she died at age 12. Inspired by Sadako’s 
struggle, her classmates and schoolchildren from 3200 
schools throughout Japan and 9 countries raised the 
money  to build the Children’s Peace Monument which 
was dedicated in Hiroshima Peace Park in 1958.

This 
monument, 

with a 
sculpture of 

Sadako 
holding a 
crane high 

above her head 
for all to see, 

honors the 
memory of all 
the children 

who died as a 
result of the 
atom bomb 

being dropped 
on Hiroshima.



The paper crane became a universal symbol of 
peace, and thousands of cranes are sent to 
Hiroshima every year, where they are displayed 
in cabinets around the monument. 

At the base of the monument
 inspired by this one girl are the words:

This is our cry. 
This is our prayer.

 For building peace in this world”.



HOW DID LIVERPOOL PUBLIC LIBRARY BECOME INVOLVED WITH CRANES?

After I sang the song to my students and told them 
Sadako’s story, I taught them how to fold their own 
origami cranes - a 16-step process.

 In 2010, one of my 6th grade classes - who were the 
same age as Sadako when she died - asked if they 
could make 1000 cranes to send to Hiroshima.

 It took the 22 kids in that class 5 months to complete         
the task. 

Once all 1000 
cranes were made 
and strung, I asked 
the Liverpool 
Public Library  if 
they would please 
display them in the 
library before they 
were sent to 
Hiroshima. 



Jean Polly, the director, was so pleased with my students’ 1000 cranes that we decided that I would teach the Liverpool 
community how to make origami cranes, and we would send our cranes to Hiroshima. Thus the “1000 Paper Cranes 
Community Project” was born.

Over the course of 4 
sessions, men, women and 
children from the 
Liverpool community 
folded origami cranes.



Some of my former 
students were kind enough 
to assist me in teaching the 
community how to make 
cranes.

 The plan had been for me to take 
the cranes to Hiroshima and 
dedicate them in April of 2011 - - 



- - - but then 
the Japanese 
earthquake and 
tsunami hit 
Japan and I 
postponed my 
trip by a year.

In April, 2012, I went to Japan to personally 
dedicate all 2000 cranes at the Hiroshima 
Children’s Monument - the 1000 cranes my 
students had made and the 1000 cranes the 
Liverpool community had made at the Liverpool 
Public Library. 



They open up only one case at a time for people who 
want to dedicate their cranes in person. 

I met a group of high school students and their teachers from 
Seattle who write a grant every year so that the kids can 
dedicate the cranes they made in person..



 Here I am in one of the cases behind the Children’s 
Monument in the case with the cranes from the Liverpool 
community.

I am still in the booth, 
happily sandwiched 
between my students’ 
1000 cranes from 
Donlin Drive 
Elementary School and 
the 1000 Paper Cranes 
Community Project 
made at Liverpool 
Public Library by the 
Liverpool community.



It was incredibly moving experience for me to be dedicating them in person!

Our cranes are in the second booth from the right. 




